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2  PROCEEDINGS 

3 

4  (7:10  p.m.) 

5 

6  MR.  KARSON:   I'd  like  to  thank 

you  all  for  coming  out  this  evening.   My  name  is 

8  Douglas  Karson,  I  am  a  public  affairs  specialist 

9  for  the  Installation  Restoration  Program  at  Otis 

10  Air  National  Guard  Base.   I  will  be  the  hearing 

11  officer  for  this  evening.   The  purpose  of 

12  tonight's  hearing  is  to  accept  oral  comments, 

13  oral  testimony  and  also  written  comments  on  the 

14  Proposed  Plan  for  Interim  Action  Containment  of 

15  Seven  Groundwater  Plumes  at  the  Massachusetts 

16  Military  Reservation. 

17  Seated  up  here  to  my  right  is 

18  Michael  Minior.   Mike  is  the  Program  Manager  for 

19  the  Installation  Restoration  Program.   To  Mike's 

20  right  is  Paul  Marchessault,  Project  Manager  for 

21  the  United  States  Environmental  Protection 

22  Agency  and  to  Paul's  right  is  James  Begley, 

23  Project  Manager  for  the  Massachusetts  Department 


1  of  Environmental  Protection. 

2  On  February  7th  and  9th,  we  held 

3  two  information  public  meetings,  one  in  North 

4  Falmouth  and  one  in  Sandwich  to  present  a 

5  summary  of  the  Proposed  Plan.   At  those 

6  meetings,  I  presented  a  synopsis  of  the  Plan  to 

7  contain  seven  groundwater  plumes  that  emanate 

8  from  the  Massachusetts  Military  Reservation. 

9  On  February  10th,  a  30-day  formal 

10  public  comment  period  began  and  runs  through 

11  March  11th.   Tonight  the  National  Guard  Bureau 

12  which  I  and  Mike  Minior  represent,  is  hosting  a 

13  public  hearing  which  is  being  transcribed.   All 

14  comments  and  testimony  that  are  given  here 

15  tonight  will  be  transcribed  verbatim  and  become 

16  part  of  the  official  record  on  this  project. 

17  Each  and  every  comment  will  be 

18  responded  to  in  the  form  of  a  response  in  the 

19  summary.   A  response  in  the  summary  categorizes 

20  and  summarizes  all  of  your  comments  that  we 

21  receive  through  the  duration  of  the  public 

22  comment  period.   The  response  in  the  summary 

23  will  be  part  of  the  Interim  Record  of  Decision 

24  that  will  be  issued  at  a  later  date.   The  ROD  as 
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1  it  is  called,  is  a  document  that  specifies  the 

2  actions  to  be  taken  and  assigned  to  the  federal 

3  facilities  agreement  which  are  the  National 

4  Guard  Bureau  representing  the  Army  and  Air 

5  National  Guard,  the  United  States  Environmental 

6  Protection  Agency  and  the  United  States  Coast 

7  Guard. 

8  There  are  copies  of  the  Proposed 

9  Plan  in  the  back  on  the  table.   In  addition, 

10  when  the  transcript  of  tonight's  meeting  is 

11  finalized  which  will  probably  be  in  ten  days  to 

12  two  weeks,  it  will  be  placed  into  the  main 

13  libraries  of  Falmouth,  Mashpee,  Sandwich,  Bourne 

14  and  the  on-base  United  States  Coast  Guard 

15  Library.   The  Proposed  Plan  is  on  file  in  those 

16  libraries  also.   In  the  Falmouth  library,  only, 

17  is  the  Administrative  Record  of  this  project. 

18  It  contains  and  identifies  documents  used  in 

19  making  decisions  about  this  project.   An  index 

20  of  the  Administrative  Record  is  located  in  the 

21  other  libraries. 

22  I'd  like  to  talk  a  little  bit 

23  about  how  tonight's  hearing  will  be  conducted. 

24  To  some  degree  it  is  quite  different  than  the 
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1  typical  public  meetings  that  we  conduct.   Public 

2  meetings  are  interactive.    Public  hearing  is 

3  exclusively  an  opportunity  for  the  National 

4  Guard  Bureau,  United  States  Environmental 

5  Protection  Agency  and  the  Massachusetts 

6  Department  of  Environment  Protection,  which  are 

7  represented  here  at  this  table,  to  receive  your 

8  oral  comments.   We  will  not  be  responding  to 

9  your  comments  this  evening.   Everyone  who  wishes 

10  to  submit  oral  comments  must  speak  into  the 

11  microphone  at  the  podium.   Please  state  your 

12  name  and  town  of  residence  when  you  come  to  the 

13  podium  before  you  make  your  comments.   As  I 

14  mentioned  earlier,  the  comments  submitted 

15  tonight  will  be  responded  to  in  the 

16  Responsiveness  Summary. 

17  Written  comments  can  also  be 

18  submitted  tonight.   They  can  be  given  to  me  at 

19  any  time  during  tonight's  meeting  or  they  can  be 

20  sent  to  me  through  March  11th  in  the  mail.   If 

21  you  are  mailing  comments,  please  insure  that  the 

22  envelope  is  postmarked  by  March  11th  and  mailed 

23  to  my  attention.   I've  placed  business  cards  at 

24  the  back  table  with  our  various  other  handouts. 


PALLATRONI  COURT  REPORTING  -  (508)  993-0510 


6 

1  At  this  time,  I'd  like  to  spend  a 

2  few  moments  and  provide  you  with  a  brief 

3  summation  of  the  Preferred  Alternative  and  I 

4  have  a  few  overheads  to  go  through.   Those  of 

5  you  who  have  attended  one  of  those  two  previous 

6  public  meetings,  some  of  these  slides  will  look 

7  familiar  to  you.   There  are  various  purposes  for 

8  the  Proposed  Plan.   In  the  Plan  you  will  find 

9  and  explanation  of  public  participation 

10  activities  which  I've  talked  about  tonight. 

11  There's  also  summary  information  about  the 

12  plumes  and  I'm  going  to  get  into  that.   I've 

13  talked  about  objectives,  preferred  alternative 

14  and  that  is  what  I'm  going  to  explain  now. 

15  What  we  are  planning  to  do,  what 

16  we  are  proposing  to  do  with  seven  of  ten 

17  groundwater  plumes  that  emanate  from  the 

18  Massachusetts  Military  Reservation,  talks  about 

19  different  criteria  in  the  Plan  that  were 

20  evaluated  in  making  our  recommendation.   And 

21  also  the  rationale  for  selecting  that  Preferred 

22  Alternative. 

23  I'm    going    to    go    through   the    seven 

24  groundwater   plumes    very    briefly    just    to    give   you 
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1  an  idea  of  what  we're  planning  to  do.   This  is 

2  called  the  Mainbase  landfill,  LF-1  groundwater 

3  plume.   Within  this  plume  we  have  solvents, 

4  solvents  that  were  used  on  base  and  disposed  of 

5  in  the  Mainbase  landfill  area  which  is  the 

6  source  area  for  this  project  located  up  in  here 

7  (indicating)  and  this  plume  is  very  large.   It 

8  extends  just  to  the  west  of  MacArthur  Boulevard, 

9  Route  28.   What  we  are  proposing  is  to  install 

10  extraction  wells  at  the  leading  edge  of  the 

11  plume  to  extract  water  from  the  leading  edge  of 

12  this  plume  to  pump  it  to  one  or  more  treatment 

13  facilities  and  then  return  the  clean  water  back 

14  most  likely  in  the  area  where  it  was  extracted 

15  to  minimize  any  impacts  to  the  groundwater,  to 

16  the  aquifer.   This  is  the  same  philosophy  as  I 

17  go  through  the  other  six  plumes,  to  extract 

18  water,  treat  is  and  then  return  the  clean  water. 

19  The  next  plume  is  called  the 

20  Chemical  Spill  10  plume  which  emanates  from  a 

21  former  BOMARC  missile  site  located  on  the  base 

22  as  opposed  to  the  plume  I  just  showed  you  which 

23  extends  a  great  deal  off  base.   This  plume  is 

24  still  within  the  base  boundaries.   It  is  a  very 
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1  large  plume  and  it  is  also  a  solvent  plume  which 

2  contains  solvents  that  were  used  and  disposed  of 

3  at  that  missile  site  for  many  years  in  operation 

4  and  we  are  proposing  containment  at  the  leading 

5  edge  of  the  plume  to  stop  the  plume. 

6  The  next  groundwater  plume  that 

7  is  part  of  the  proposed  plan  is  the  Ashumet 

8  Valley  Plume.   Ashumet  Pond  right  here 

9  (indicating),  it  is  a  large  plume,  contains 

10  solvents  and  we  are  proposing  to  contain  the 

11  plume  at  the  leading  edge  of  the  Ashumet  Valley 

12  Plume. 

13  The  next  groundwater  plume  is 

14  what  we  call  the  Western  Aquafarm  Plume,  and 

15  here  we  have  Ashumet  Pond  and  John's  Pond.   This 

16  plume  is  located  on  base.   It's  a  different 

17  constituent  this  time,  it's  a  purely  fuel 

18  related  compound  that  we  have  there,  something 

19  called  ethylbenzene  which  is  a  constituent  of 

20  fuel  that  was  stored  and  dispersed  at  that  site 

21  and  we  are  proposing,  as  in  the  other  plumes,  to 

22  basically  install  extraction  wells  at  the 

23  leading  edge,  pump  the  water  out,  treat  it  and 

24  then  return  it  back  to  the  aquifer. 
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1  The  next  groundwater  plume  is 

2  called  the  Storm  Drain  5  Plume  which  emanates 

3  from  an  area  close  by  the  plume  that  I  just 

4  talked  about.   It  is  a  plume  that  extends  south 

5  off  base  between  Ashumet  and  John's  Pond.   This 

6  plume  is  a  solvent  plume  and  again,  this  plume 
is  proposed  for  containment  at  this  location 

8  here  with  extraction  wells. 

9  The  Eastern  Briarwood  Plume  is 

10  located  up  on  base,  this  location  right  here 

11  (indicating).   It  comes  from  various  areas  up  in 

12  that  area.   We  haven't  fully  defined  the  extent 

13  of  the  source  area  for  that  particular  area   of 

14  solvents  that  were  found  but  regardless,  the 

15  proposed  plan  is  designed  to  stop  the  plume  up 

16  in  this  area  by  again  installing  extraction 

17  wells,  removing  the  water,  treating  it  and  then 

18  returning  it. 

19  The  final  of  the  seven  plumes  is 

20  called  the  FS-12  Plume  or  the  Fuel  Spill  12 

21  Plume  which  emanates  from  a  leak  in   a  pipeline 

22  along  Greenway  Road,  this  particular  location 

23  (indicating).   We  have  Snake  Pond  here,  it's  a 

24  fairly  large  plume,  it's  a  fairly  deep  plume  and 
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1  here  we  have  constituents  of  JP-4  or  jet  fuel 

2  that  have  been  identified,  that  need  to  be  taken 

3  care  of.   We  need  to  stop  this  plume  and  we're 

4  proposing  to  do  as  we  are  for  the  other  plumes 

5  to  stop  it  with  a  series  of  extraction  wells  and 

6  to  remove  the  groundwater  that  has  the  materials 
in  it,  treat  it  and  then  return  the  clean  water 

8  to  the  aquifer. 

9  The  action  that  we  are  proposing 

10  which  I've  just  described  to  stop  these  plumes 

11  where  they  are,  to  keep  them  from  moving  into 

12  clean  water,   is  an  interim  action  and  we  need 

13  to,  in  the  future,  address  the  entire  length, 

14  width  and  thickness  of  these  plumes.   What  we're 

15  proposing  tonight  as  part  of  the  Proposed  Plan 

16  is  an  interim  action  just  to  stop  the  plumes 

17  where  they  are  to  prevent  public  health  threats, 

18  to  prevent  impacts  to  the  health  of  the  local 

19  residents  and  to  the  environment.   Down  the  road 

20  we'll  need  to  issue  another  proposed  plan  which 

21  will  deal  with  the  full  bodies  of  these  plumes. 

22  And  there  were  only  two  alternative  plans  looked 

23  at  in  the  Proposed  Plan.   One  is  what  I  just 

24  talked  about,  the  containment  action  and  the 
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1  other  was  a  no-action  alternative  which  was 

basically  to  go  out  and  periodically  sample  the 

3  wells  and  not  take  any  corrective  action.   And 

4  the  alternative  that  we  did  select  was  to  stop 

5  the  plumes  as  you've  heard. 

6  Some  of  the  important  issues 
related  to  this,  I've  mentioned  the  plumes  pose 

8  a  public  health  risk.   You  have  materials  that 

9  are  at  levels  that  exceed  standards  set  by  the 

10  regulatory  agencies,  need  to  take  action.   Work 

11  is  proceeding  to  stop  the  plumes.   Mr.  Minior  is 

12  getting  on  an  airplane  tomorrow  morning  to  go 

13  down  to  Washington  to  negotiate  the  design  for 

14  this  large  construction  project.   And  hopefully 

15  by  the  end  of  tomorrow  that  will  be  accomplished 

16  and  within  three  to  four  working  days  after 

17  that,  we  will  be  awarding  the  contract  to  do  the 

18  design  of  this  very  large  construction  project 

19  so  we  can  get  that  process  rolling.   The 

20  construction,  once  the  design  is  completed,  is 

21  scheduled  for  mid-1996  to  begin. 

22  One  of  the  goals  of  the  National 

23  Guard  Bureau  and  the  regulatory  agencies  is  to 

24  provide  information  to  you  in  the  coming  months, 
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1  in  the  coming  years,  as  we  go  through  the  design 

2  process  and  the  actual  implementation  of  what 

3  we're  talking  about  tonight.   Get  into 

4  construction  and  provide  you  with  the  latest 

5  status  and  information  about  what  we're  doing 

6  and  how  things  are  going.   And  along  that  way, 

7  one  of  the  most  important  things  is  to  take 

8  steps  wherever  we  can  to  minimize  any  impacts  to 

9  people  who  live  in  the  communities  where  some  of 

10  these  systems  will  need  to  go  because  a  lot  of 

11  these  groundwater  plumes  are  off  base  in  the 

12  communities.   So,  we'll  be  working  very  closely 

13  cut  in  the  neighborhoods  . 

14  This  final  slide  is  just  where 

15  you  can  send  your  comments  to.   As  I  mentioned, 

16  we  have  a  30-day  public  comment  period  going  on 

17  for  at  least  the  next  ten  days.   It  ends  on 

18  March  11th.   You  can  send  your  comments  to  me  at 

19  that  address  or  if  you  want  to  submit  them 

20  tonight.   We  also  have  the  Administrative  Record 

21  at  the  Falmouth  Library  which  I  talked  about  and 

22  then  I  talked  about  the  Responsiveness  Summary 

23  and  that  is  how  we  will  address  all  of  your 

24  concerns  and  comments  that  you  submit  tonight 
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1  and  also  during  the  comment  period  in  writing. 

2  ***************************************************** 

3  OPENING  OF  OFFICIAL  RECORD 
4 

5  Okay,  it  is  not  time  to  open  the 

6  Official  Record  for  oral  comment  on  the  Proposed 
Plan  for  Interim  Action  Containment  of  Seven 

8  Groundwater  Plumes  at  the  Massachusetts  Military 

9  Reservation.   I  ask  that  you  keep  your  comments 

10  exclusively  to  the  project  outlined  in  the 

11  Proposed  Plan.   If  you  have  questions  about 

12  other  issues,  I  ask  that  you  approach  us  after 

13  the  closing  of  the  Official  Record  or  at  a  later 

14  date.   Also  because  some  of  you  may  have 

15  questions  here  tonight  that  you  want  answered 

16  before  your  written  comments  are  submitted  on 

17  March  11th  or  by  March  11th,  we  will  have  a 

18  brief  discussion  period  once  the  Official  Record 

19  closes  this  evening.   During  any  of  the  comments 

20  you  make,  we  may  ask  for  clarification  if  we 

21  don't  understand  what  your  comment  is.   This  is 

22  the  only  interaction  we  will  have  until  the 

23  Official  Record  is  closed.   With  that  said  the 

24  floor  is  now  open  for  oral  comments.   I  ask  that 
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1  you  please  step  to  the  microphone  and  state  your 

2  name,  state  the  town  that  you  reside  in  and  then 

3  your  comments.   Who  wants  to  be  first? 

4  MR.  DAVID  DOW:   Hi,  I'm  David 

5  Dow.   I  live  in  East  Falmouth  and  I'm  here 

6  presenting  the  position  of  the  Cape  Cod  group 
the  Sierra  Club.   The  Proposed  Plume  Containment 

8  Plan  represents  a  major  milestone  in  the 

9  Massachusetts  Military  Reservation  Superfund 

10  Process  and  the  Plume  Management  Process  Action 

11  Team,  Senior  Management  Board  as  well  as  the 

12  responsible  Department  of  Defense  party  for 

13  supplying  the  funds  for  the  Containment  Plan  are 

14  to  be  congratulated.   Since  our  Cape  Cod  group 

15  of  the  Sierra  Club  sponsored  a  public  meeting  in 

16  Mashpee  in  June  1990  in  which  Gill  Walley  —  I 

17  was  chair  of  the  Massachusetts  Chapter  of  the 

18  Toxic  and  Solid  Waste  Committee  --  recommended 

19  containing  the  MMR  plumes  as  a  top  priority,  our 

20  group  has  been  looking  forward  to  implementation 

21  of  this  concept. 

22  The  need  to  move  quickly  in  the 

23  design  phase  for  the  project  as  well  as  to 

24  secure  long-term  funding  for  this  project  and  to 
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1  make  sure  that  the  pending  re-authorization  of 

the  Superfund  law  does  not  remove  the  Pleuter 

3  Pay  (sic)  principal  of  liability  nor  institute 

4  cost  benefit  analysis  as  the  basis  for  choosing 

5  the  appropriate  remedy  for  mitigation. 

6  In  relationship  to  the  funding 

7  issues  that  are  estimated  over  a  20-year  period 

8  this  project  will  cost  two  hundred  and  fifty 

9  million  dollars.   I  want  to  actually  read 

10  portions  of  a  letter  that  Governor  Pete  Wilson 

11  of  California  sent  to  William  Perry  on  January 

12  25th  of  this  year.   It  states:   "The  recent 

13  decision  by  Congress  to  cut  four  hundred  million 

14  dollars  from  the  Defense  Environment  Restoration 

15  Act  for  FY' 95  continues  a  disturbing  trend  begun 

16  last  year  when  Congress  rescinded  five  hundred 

17  and  seven  million  dollars  from  the  Base 

18  Realignment  and  Closure  Account.   California  was 

19  reassured  that  the  Brack  recision  would  not 

20  effect  environmental  work  at  closing  military 

21  bases  but  work  was  indeed  scaled  back  for 

22  several  California  military  bases  due  to  the 

23  cut.   The  Derrick  cut  presumably  means  the  DOD 

24  will  seek  to  postpone  or  eliminate  environmental 
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1  work  at  operational  military  bases."   It  goes  on 

2  further  to  say,  "The  DOD  comptroller  has 

3  announced  an  additional  four  hundred  and  thirty- 

4  seven  million  dollar  cut  for  cleanup  problems 

5  through  fiscal  year  '97."   Further  on  it  states, 

6  "California  expects  the  Department  of  Defense  to 

7  comply  with  the  federal  and  state  cleanup 

8  agreements  it  has  signed  in  California  military 

9  bases.   DOD  has  contractually  obligated  to  seek 

10  sufficient  funding  to  permit  environmental 

11  restoration  work  to  proceed  according  to  the 

12  schedule  contained  in  those  agreements. 

13  California  will  not  hesitate  to  assert  its  right 

14  under  those  agreements  to  seek  fines,  penalties 

15  and  judicial  orders  compelling  the  DOD  to 

16  conduct  required  environmental  work."   And  it 

17  goes  on  to  say,  "be  supportive  and  try  to  help 

18  the  Department  of  Defense  seek  funds  in  Congress 

19  to  do  this."   Seemingly,  it's  important  that  we 

20  get  our  state  of  Massachusetts  leaders  to  follow 

21  the  same  steps  that  Governor  Wilson  did. 

22  The  other  issue  I  wanted  to 

23  address  deals  with  the  aspects  of  the  plume 

24  containment  design.   Since  the  details  of  the 
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1  plume  containment  project  will  be  forthcoming  in 

design  phase,  I  want  to  concentrate  my  comments 

3  on  the  public  involvement  process  which  in  our 

4  view  needs  to  be  carefully  developed  on  par  with 

5  the  efforts  devoted  to  the  plume  design  project. 

6  As  many  previously  uninvolved  and  unsuspecting 
citizens  will  soon  find  plume  containment 

8  extraction  and  injection  wells  on  or  near  their 

9  doorstep,  with  the  possibility  of  treatment 

10  units  in  their  neighborhood,  there  needs  to  be  a 
concerted  public  education  outreach  effort  at 

12  the  neighborhood  level  with  Air  National  Guard 

13  Bureau,  town  select  persons  and  the  Plume 

14  Management  Process  Action  Team.   Many  citizens 

15  will  need  their  fears  on  possible  health  affect 

16  satisfied,  in  addition  to  being  alerted  to  the 

17  serious  disruption  in  their  lives  as  likely  to 

18  accompany  the  construction  process  is  likely  to 

19  last  over  a  year  for  some  of  the  larger  plumes. 

20  Plans  need  to  be  made  to  conduct 

21  tours  of  the  CS-4  pump  and  treatment  operation 

22  in  order  to  show  the  relative  unobtrusiveness  of 

23  the  extraction  and  injection  wells  on  the  ground 

24  and  the  nature  of  the  individual  treatment  units 
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1  for  removing  pollutants  from  the  groundwater 

2  before  it  is  re-injected  back  into  the  ground. 

3  Town  officials  and  the  Plume 

4  Management  Process  Action  Team  will  need  to  urge 

5  citizens  directly  impacted  either  by  eminent 

6  domain  takings  or  construction  of  road  right-of- 
ways  that  the  Proposed  Plan  is  critical  to 

8  protecting  the  integrity  of  our  groundwater. 

9  Also  thought  will  need  to  be 

10  considered  to  explain,  for  example,  why  its 

11  taken  20  years  between  the  discovery  of  the 

12  Ashumet  Valley  Plume  contaminating  the  Falmouth 

13  town  well  and  the  likely  installation  of  an 

14  extraction  and  injection  wells  along  Carriage 

15  Shop  Road  in  East  Falmouth. 

16  Our  group  favors  containment  of 

17  both  the  toxic  contaminants  in  the  Ashumet 

18  Valley  Plume  and  the  high  nitrate  detergent 

19  degradation  products  plume,  presumably 

20  downgrading  from  the  toxic  pollutants. 

21  Finally,  we  also  favor  a  pump  and 

22  treatment  system  to  treat  the  hot  spots  in  the 

23  CS-10  plume  as  well  as  the  containment  system  at 

24  its  leading  edge.   Thank  you. 


PALLATRONI  COURT  REPORTING  -  (508)  993-0510 


19 

1  MR.  KARSON:   Thank  you,  Mr.  Dow. 

2  The  floor  is  open. 

3  MR.  GEORGE  SEAVER:   I'm  George 

4  Seaver,  I  live  in  Cataumet  and  I  am  a  resident 

5  of  Cataumet  and  belong  to  a  group  called  the 

6  North  End  Committee.   In  regards  to  that  part  of 
the  Plan  that  addresses  containing  the  LF-1 

8  plume,  I  note  that  the  plume  is  now  700  feet 

9  away  from  the  business  district  of  the  town  on 

10  Route  28A.   The  hydraulic  conductivity  in  that 

11  area  is  310  feet  per  day,  the  highest  on  the 

12  Upper  Cape.   Therefore,  the  plume  will  arrive  in 

13  the  business  district  of  Cataumet  in  18  months, 

14  give  or  take  six  months.   Therefore,  this  Plan 

15  will  not  contain  the  LF-1  plume  prior  to  its 

16  arrival  in  the  business  district  of  Cataumet  and 

17  probably  in  the  entire  village  of  Cataumet.   So, 

18  therefore,  I  suggest  that  this  is  a  six  plume 

19  containment  plan,  thank  you. 

20  MR.  KARSON:   Thank  you  Mr. 

21  Seaver.   Mr.  Hugus? 

MR.  RICHARD  HUGUS:   Richard  Hugus 

23  of  Falmouth  and  I  represent  the  Otis  Conversion 

24  Project.   My  comments  refer  to  the  page  numbers 
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1  of  the  Proposed  Plan.   Page  3-2  contains  a 

2  description  of  the  contents  of  the  Landfill  1 

3  site  and  I  would  see  added  to  that  description 

4  barrels  of  contaminated  fuel.   That  description 

5  shows  up  in  the  Task  6  report  and  it's  been 

6  repeatedly  censored  from  the  National  Guard 

7  Bureau's  documents. 

8  Page  3-7  is  a  description  in  the 

9  BOMARC  site,  operations  at  the  BOMARC  site 

10  included  nuclear  weapons  and  rocket  fuel.   These 
materials  should  be  cited  in  the  document 

12  because  they  are  relevant  to  possible  health 

13  risks  and  cleanup. 

14  Page  6-1  refers  to  the  interim 

15  action  taking  up  to  20  years.   I  think  that 

16  there  should  be  a  clear  statement  of  intention 

17  for  the  eventual  final  cleanup  of  the  plumes 

18  from  the  base  and  a  clear  assurance  of  the 

19  responsible  party  for  this  project  and  for  that 

20  period  of  time. 

21  Page  6-2  refers  to  the 

22  remediation  of  high  concentration  areas  in  the 

23  CS-10  plume.   There  is  a  guote  which  says, 

24  "Additional  extraction  wells  may  be  added  in 
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1  areas  of  higher  concentration  for  some  of  the 

2  plumes,  I.D.  at  CS-10.   This  was  not  the 

3  agreement  that  people  came  to  last  summer  in  the 

4  Conceptual  Plan  and  the  document  should  be 

5  revised  to  reflect  that  agreement  which  was  that 

6  so-called  hot  spot  remediation  would  take  place. 

7  Page  6-3  says  that  42  months  is 

8  the  estimated  time  for  design  and  construction 

9  of  the  project  and  fails  to  mention  that  this 

10  period  of  time  was  not  agreed  upon  by  the  people 

11  who  wrote  the  Conceptual  Plan.   I  think  there 

12  should  be  a  revision  made  to  the  Proposed  Plan 

13  to  reflect  it,  the  fact  that  that  42-month 

14  period  was  not  unanimously  agreed  upon. 

15  MR.  KARSON:   Thank  you,  Mr. 

16  Hugus.   Are  there  any  other  comments? 

17  MR.  RICK  LAPOINTE:   My  name  is 

18  Rick  Lapointe,  I'm  from  Harwich  and  I  represent 

19  myself.   I've  looked  through  the  Interim  Plan, 

20  the  Proposed  Plan  and  where  it  discusses  the 

21  different  types  of  technology  proposed  to  be 

22  used  within  this  essential  cleanup  treatment  and 

23  having  some  knowledge  of  those  technologies, 

24  that  right-up  is  about  ten  years  old  in  terms  of 
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1  the  state  of  the  art  of  where  the  technology 

2  stands  today.   In  particular,  in  the  carbon 

3  absorption  beds,  it  talks  about  using  15  carbon 

4  absorption  beds  and  recycling  those,  sending 

5  them  back  to  the  manufacturer  to  have  them 

6  regenerated.   It  speaks  of  regeneration  on-site 
as  being  a  function  of  a  problem  with  the  EPA 

8  and  the  DET  in  terms  of  clean  air.   Well,  that 

9  might  have  been  true  ten  years  ago  but  the 

10  regeneration  systems  today  are  a  closed  system. 

11  The  cost  of  building  an  on-site  regeneration 

12  carbon  cleanup  regeneration  heater,  if  you  will, 

13  or  steam  unit,  would  offset  in  three  years  the 

14  cost  of  taking  each  of  one  of  these  vessels  at 

15  ten  thousand  pounds  each   and  taking  it  to  a 

16  regeneration  factor.   So  that  is  a  definite 

17  concern  of  cost  that  should  be  looked  into. 

18  In  addition,  there  is  no  mention 

19  of  the  membrane  technology  which  is  excellent 

20  liquid  phase  filtration  type  of  system  that 

21  ought  to  be  considered.   And  a  follow  up  on  what 

22  Richard  just  said,  I  noticed  that  in  looking  at 

23  the  Proposed  Plan  of  the  Interim  Action,  that 

24  the  problems  contained  within  the  plume  have 
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1  been  really  down  played  and  not  even  mentioned. 

2  The  plume  that  I'm  most  concerned  with  and  I'm 

3  sure  you  people  are  also,  is  FS-12 . 

4  Mr.  Karson  started  off  tonight 

5  explaining  about  FS-12  and  saying  the  plume 

6  contained  jet  fuel.   That  flat  isn't  true. 
There  is  no  jet  fuel  in  the  plume.   In  the  plume 

8  is  Avgas  and  Avgas  contains  EDB  and  EDB  is  the 

9  single  most  carcinogenic  substance  that  we're 

10  talking  about  in  any  of  these  plumes.   So,  to 

11  keep  the  record  straight,  there  is  not  jet  fuel 

12  in  that  plume  and  it  is  EDB  under  the  write  up 

13  of  this  Proposed  Plan  is  not  even  mentioned 

14  under  the  heading  of  what's  in  the  FS-12  plume. 

15  The  only  thing  that's  mentioned  there  is  jet 

16  fuel  which  isn't  there  and  benzine  which  is 

17  there,  with  EDB,  thank  you. 

18  MR.  KARSON:   Thank  you,  Mr. 

19  Lapointe. 

20  MR.  RUSSELL  COOKINGHAM:   I'm 

21  Russell  Cookingham  of  Minot  Beach.   I  want  to 

22  speak  briefly  on  behalf  of  the  State  Fisheries 

23  and  Wildlife  Management  Board  of  which  I  am  a 

24  member  of.   It  has  come  to  our  attention 
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1  recently  that  there  is  some  severe  phosphate 

problems  on  the  base.   We're  responsible  for  the 

3  fisheries  wildlife  resources  of  the  state. 

4  John's  Pond,  Ashumet  Pond  happen  to  be  some  of 

5  our  finest  recreational  ponds  not  only  on  Cape 

6  Cod  but  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts.   We've 

7  been  managing  these  ponds  for  fisheries  going 

8  back  since  World  War  II.   We've  expended 

9  considerable  time  and  money.   We've  stocked 

10  these  ponds  with  trout  for  many  years.   We've 

11  managed  the  indigenous  population  of  the  bass, 
pickerel,  tanfish  for  many  years.   We've  invited 

13  access  to  the  public,  very  fine  access  I  might 

14  say  for  many  years  and  we  are  very  concerned  as 

15  to  what  impact  this  phosphate  pollution  is 

16  already  having  and  will  have  in  the  future.   And 

17  our  point  we  wish  to  get  across  tonight  is,  that 

18  phase  of  the  cleanup  should  have  a  high  priority 

19  and  should  be  addressed  while  it's  still 

20  addressable  and  we  understand  there  is  still 

21  time.   Thank  you,  very  much. 

22  MR.  KARSON:   Thank  you,  Mr. 

23  Cookingham.   Mr.  Cahir? 

24  REPRESENTATIVE  THOMAS  CAHIR: 
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1  Thank  you  very  much,  Tom  Cahir,  I'm  a  state 

representative  from  the  third  Barnstable 

3  District,  parts  of  the  town  of  Sandwich,  Bourne, 

4  Falmouth  and  all  of  Mashpee  and  we  have  written 

5  testimony  from  our  legislative  delegation  from 

6  the  Cape  that  Senator  Murray  and  Senator 
Rauchenback's  aides  are  over  there  and  perhaps 

8  would  like  to  make  a  brief  comment. 

9  I  just  want  to  state  briefly  that 

10  I  think  this  Interim  Plan  is  a  very  positive 

11  step.   I  have  been  concerned  about  all  of  the 

12  plumes  as  they  have  had  an  adverse  impact  on  all 

13  of  the  communities  that  I  represent  and  I  think 

14  that's  it's  an  extremely  positive  step  that  this 

15  plan  is  being  finalized  and  hopefully  the  42 

16  months  will  be  --  it  will  be  completed  in  the 

17  42-month  time  frame  that's  been  indicated.   I  do 

18  wish  that  it  could  be  done  quicker  than  that 

19  because  I  know  these  plumes  are  moving  into 

20  various  communities  as  was  just  indicated  about 

21  LF-1  where  that  one  is  heading  and  there  are 

22  business  concerns  in  that  community.   And  I  do 

23  have  concerns  having  dealt  in  the  last  couple  of 

24  weeks  with  the  largest  public  works  project  in 
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1  the  country  known  as  the  Central  Artery  Third 

2  Harbor  Tunnel.   All  of  the  funds,  the  federal 

3  funds  that  have  been  appropriated  and 

4  authorized,  we're  hopeful  will  still  be  there 

5  when  the  work  is  due  to  be  completed  which  is  in 

6  2002.   But  there  is  always  that  concern 
particularly  with  the  recent  changes  in  Congress 

8  so  I'm  hopeful  that  it  wouldn't  take  any  longer 

9  than  42  months.   Because  I  think  the  funding  is 

10  an  issue  and  it's  important  and  incumbent  upon 

11  public  officials,  particularly,  to  make  sure 

12  that  that  money  --  that  funding  that's  earmarked 

13  for  this  project  comes  this  way  and  I  want  to 

14  make  it  very  clear  that  I  will  continue  to 

15  monitor  and  work  in  any  way  I  can  to  make  sure 

16  that  happens. 

17  I  think  this  plan  represents  a 

18  commitment  to  action  which  is  something  I'm  very 

19  pleased  to  see.   I  just  want  to  close  by  saying 

20  we  have  to  continue  to  move  very  quickly  through 

21  the  design  phase  so  that  any  future  problems 

22  that  might  come  upon,  (sic)  we  can  address  so 

23  that  there  aren't  any  further  delays  because  all 

24  of  us  who  have  been  in  this  room  know  how  long 
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1  it's  been  to  get  to  this  point.   But  I  do 

2  commend  the  Project  Action  Team  and  all  the 

3  individuals  in  the  SMD  and  all  the  folks  from 

4  since  the  TQM  approach  has  been  applied  to  this 

5  effort.   I  think  some  significant  things  have 

6  happened  and  so  I'm  hopeful  that  we  can  continue 
to  move  forward  and  pledge  to  assist  in  any  way 

8  that  I  can  at  the  state  level.   Thank  you. 

9  MR.  KARSON:   Thank  you.    Pat? 

10  MS.  PAT  ELDRIDGE:   Thank  you,  my 

11  name  is  Pat  Eldridge.   I'm  from  Chatham  but  I'm 

12  here  representing  Senator  Rauchenback  tonight. 

13  Unfortunately  he  had  a  scheduling  project  and 

14  could  not  be  present.    The  Cape  is  fortunate 

15  enough  to  be  represented  by  eight  legislators. 

16  We  have  a  letter  here  tonight  signed  by  all  of 

17  those  eight  legislators  in  full  support  of  the 

18  Plan.   It's  taken  us  more  than  ten  years  to  get 

19  to  this  point.   We're  very  hopeful  that  any 

20  remaining  problems  can  be  ironed  out  in  the 

21  design  phase.   We  hope  that  the  process  can 

22  proceed  as  quickly  as  possible  and  we  urge  that 

23  that  be  done,  thank  you. 

24  MR.  KARSON:   Thank  you. 
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1  [Receives  document  from  Ms.  Eldridge] 

2  MS.  LYNN  POLUMBO:   My  name  is 

3  Lynn  Polumbo.   I'm  here  representing  Senator 

4  Therese  Murray  of  the  Plymouth/Barnstable 

5  District  which  includes  all  of  Bourne,  Sandwich 

6  and  most  of  Falmouth.   As  stated  by  the  previous 
legislators,  I'd  like  to  voice  her  support  for 

8  the  Proposed  Plan  and  for  Interim  Action.   The 

9  Plan  is  a  result  of  incredible  cooperation  and 

10  it  takes  us  much  further  than  we've  ever  been 

11  before.   I  believe  it's  critical  that  the 

12  federal  government  approve  this  Plan  and  fund  it 

13  as  promised.   Our  office  will  continue  to  voice 

14  our  concern  over  the  funding  and  look  forward  to 

15  seeing  this  move  forward,  thank  you. 

16  MR.  KARSON:   Thank  you,  Ms. 

17  Polumbo.   Susan,  did  you  want  to  come  up? 

18  MS.  SUSAN  NICKERSON:   Good 

19  evening.   My  name  is  Susan  Nickerson  from  the 

20  Association  for  the  Preservation  of  Cape  Cod  and 
also  the  Plume  Management  Process  Action  Team. 

22  My  comments  are  from  APCC.   We'd  like  to  go  on 

23  record  as  being  in  full  support  of  the  Proposed 
Plan  and  to  indicate  our  appreciation  for  the 
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1  work  of  the  National  Guard  Bureau,  EPA  and  DEP 

2  in  bringing  the  process  forward  to  this  point. 

3  We  have  several  points  or 

4  concerns  that  we'd  like  to  raise  for  your 

5  consideration  in  the  Response  to  Comments  and  in 

6  the  development  of  the  Record  of  Decision. 

7  First  of  all,  the  Proposed  Plan,  as  we  know,  is 

8  a  sort  of  a  boiled  down  version  of  the 

9  Conceptual  Plan  that  was  prepared  last  spring 

10  and  we're  concerned  that  there  are  some  things 

11  that  are  not  included  in  the  Proposed  Plan  that 

12  were  in  the  Conceptual  Plan.   We  understand  that 

13  there  needs  to  be  flexibility  in  the  Proposed 

14  Plan  so  that  there  is  enough  latitude  so  we 

15  don't  have  to  go  through  this  process  all  over 

16  again.   But  there  are  three  areas  or  actually 

17  make  that  five  areas  that  we'd  like  to  have  some 

18  assurances  from  the  EPA  and  the  National  Guard 

19  Bureau  that  these  issue  areas  will  be  addressed. 

20  First  of  all,  is  public 

21  participation.   The  Conceptual  Plan  outlined  a 

22  very  detailed  public  participation  program  that 

23  is  not  included  in  the  Proposed  Plan  which  we 

24  feel  very  strongly,  as  the  Sierra  Club  so 
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eloquently  described,  that  the  public 
participation  element  from  this  point  forward  is 
critical  to  the  success  of  this  containment 
plan . 

Second,  that  in  terms  of  the 
treatment  alternative,  the  Plan  does  not  and 
appropriately,  I  think,  doesn't  specify  whether 
the  treatment  system  will  include  a  central 
unit,  individual  units  or  some  grouping  of  units 
for  the  treatment  of  the  contaminated  water. 
But  we  want  to  make  sure  that  the  most  effective 
and  least  disruptive  alternative  is  selected  in 
the  design  phase. 

Third,  the  issue  that  Richard 
brought  up  about  the  hot  spot  treatment  and  the 
fact  that  there  appears  to  be  some  back  peddling 
in  the  Proposed  Plan  on  that  issue.   We  feel 
very  strongly  that  that  needs  full  attention  in 
the  design  phase  and  should  be  documented  as 
such  in  the  Proposed  Plan. 

Fourth,  the  Proposed  Plan  does 
not  speak  to  the  issue  of  simultaneous 
containment  or  accelerated  schedule  and  I  know 
that  it  has  been  pointed  out,  Eileen  mentioned 
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1  this  to  me  a  minute  ago,  the  rationale  given  by 

2  the  Guard  Bureau  for  not  including  specific 

3  language  about  the  acceleration  is  that  it's 

4  covered  on  Page  1-1  and  all  it  says  on  Page  1-1 

5  is  that  implementation  of  the  Proposed  Plan  is 

6  intended  to  accelerate  contamination  --  the 
containment  of  these  plumes.   That  is  not  in  any 

8  way  near  enough  detail  in  terms  of  what  we're 

9  talking  about.   What  acceleration  actually 

10  means,  it  means  condensing,  it  means  cutting  the 

11  time  frame  down  by  a  third  to  one  half  of  its 

12  original  time  frame  and  we  expect  that  the  Plan 

13  will  do  that.   And  then  in  terms  of  the 

14  simultaneous  nature  of  the  containment  process, 

15  that  again  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Proposed  Plan 

16  and  it's  critical  to  those  of  us  who  believe 

17  that  this  is  what  this  Plan  is  all  about,  we're 

18  talking  about  simultaneous  containment  of  all 

19  these  plumes,  not  prioritization  of  these 

20  plumes. 

21  And  the  fifth  thing  has  to  do 

22  with  the  Ashumet  Valley  plume.   I  think  we  come 

23  across  this  regularly  at  public  meetings  where 

24  the  Guard  Bureau  describes  the  Ashumet  Valley 


PALLATRONI  COURT  REPORTING  -  (508)  993-0510 


32 

1  Plume  as  containing  solvents.   We  all  know  that 

2  there  are  nutrients  in  the  Ashumet  Valley  Plume 

3  as  well.   I  think  the  Proposed  Plan  should  go 

4  further  in  describing  whar's  going  to  happen  to 

5  those  nutrients.   We've  heard  verbal  commitments 

6  from  the  Guard  Bureau  tha~  nutrients  will  be 
treated  by  the  extraction  and  treatment  systems 

8  that  will  be  accompanying  the  containment 

9  system.   But  on  Page  6-2  all  that  is  mentioned 

10  is  the  Ashumet  Valley  Plume  may  also  contain  low 

11  concentrations  of  nutrier.-s.   Again,  not 

12  sufficient  in  terms  of  describing  where  those 

13  nutrients  are  and  how  they'll  be  treated  under 

14  this  containment  program. 

15  Okay,  and  over  on  --  okay,  the 

16  last  comment  that  I'd  like  to  make  this  evening 

17  has  to  do  with  the  schedule  for  implementation. 

18  I  think  we  talked  about  the  inclusion  of  the 

19  Proposed  Plan,  the  containment  of  these  seven 

20  plumes  being  put  under  the  federal  facilities 

21  agreement  with  an  enforceable  schedule.   As  far 

22  as  I  could  see  in  the  Proposed  Plan,  there  is 

23  nothing  to  that,  there  is  no  language  to  that 

24  fact  except  on  Page  6-1  where  it  says  that  the 
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1  schedule  for  final  remedial  action  will  be 

2  incorporated  in  the  federal  facilities  plan.   I 

3  think  people  need  to  understand  that  the  final 

4  remedial  action  is  not  the  interim  remedial 

5  action.   We're  talking  about  an  interim  remedial 

6  action.   Please  correct  me  if  I'm  mistaken  but 
that's  the  way  I  believe  it's  been  described. 

8  That  this  is  to  stop  the  plumes,  the  final 

9  action  is  to  actually  clean  up  the  plumes  and  it 

10  sounds  like  from  this  Plan  here  that  the 

11  schedule  will  only  apply  to  the  final  remedial 

12  action  which  I  don't  think  is  acceptable.   We'd 

13  like  to  see  a  schedule  apply,  an  enforceable 

14  schedule  apply  to  the  implementation  of  the 

15  containment  phase  of  the  project.   Thank  you. 

16  MS.  VIRGINIA  VALIELA:   I'm 

17  Virginia  Valiela  speaking  for  the  Falmouth  Water 

18  Selectmen  first.   We,  the  Board,  has  voted 

19  unanimously  to  endorse  this  Proposed  Plan.   We'd 

20  like  to  underscore  the  urgency  of  containing  all 

21  of  the  seven  plumes  in  not  more  than  42  months. 

22  And  we  want  to  emphasize  how  much  we  supported 

23  the  public  participation  action  and  involvement 

24  that  has  led  to  this  Plan  and  what  we  believe  is 
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1  widespread  support  for  it. 

2  Speaking  for  myself  as  a  member 

3  of  the  Senior  Management  Board,  I'd  like  to 

4  bring  up  several  concerns  that  I  see  as  we  move 

5  into  the  design  phase.   I  recognize  that  in 

6  actual  design  it  is  guite  likely  that  we  will 
come  across  pieces  of  information  that  may  cause 

8  problems.   We  may  find  more  contamination,  we 

9  may  find  the  contaminations  are  more  extensive 

10  as  you  go  to  install  the  wells  that  would 

11  actually  do  the  containment.   I  would  appreciate 

12  a  response  in  the  Response  Summary  as  to  how  the 

13  EPA  and  the  Guard  Bureau  are  going  to  deal  with 

14  that  kind  of  unexpected  information.   I  can  also 

15  anticipate  that  geology  may  be  more  complex  in  a 

16  particular  area  when  you  say  we're  going  to  put 

17  the  row  of  containment  wells  in  a  particular 

18  point  leading  to  the  possible  option  that  you 

19  will  have  to  move  that  containment  point. 

20  There  is  thirdly  concern  about 

21  the  hydrology.   We're  talking  about  withdrawing 

22  up  to  eleven  million  gallons  a  day.   If  you 

23  contain  all  of  the  plumes,  there  is  still,  I 

24  believe,  more  to  be  known  about  the  hydrological 
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1  balance  on  the  Upper  Cape  and  I  think  that  there 

2  will  have  to  be  a  lot  of  modeling  done  and  I 

3  think  we  will  need  a  lot  of  advice  from  agencies 

4  such  as  the  U.S.  Geological  Survey.   All  of 

5  these  things  may  affect  the  design  and  may  cause 

6  design  problems  and  I  would  like  to  know  how  the 

7  agencies  intend  to  address  that. 

8  Secondly,  I'm  concerned  about 

9  quality  of  design  versus  speed  of  design.   If 

10  the  actual  construction  of  the  containment  wells 

11  will  directly  affect  communities,  public 

12  participation  from  those  neighborhoods  and 

13  communities  is  vital.   It  may  turn  out  to  be  a 

14  devicive  (sic)  issue  and  I  would  be  interested 

15  as  to  how  the  agencies  believe  that  kind  of 

16  issue,  of  where  the  wells  should  go,  is  to  be 

17  addressed.   The  purpose  of  the  Senior  Management 

18  Board  was  to  bring  those  issues  to  light  and  I 

19  would  like  to  know  whether  there  were  regulatory 

20  restriction  or  requirements  that  would  effect 

21  that. 

22  Lastly,  I'd  just  like  to  say  for 

23  the  Town  of  Falmouth  we  are  concerned  about  the 

24  nutrients  in  the  Ashumet  Plume.   We're 
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1  definitely  concerned  about  the  phosphates  going 

into  Ashumet  Pond  and  we  believe  that  these 

3  issues  have  to  be  addressed.  Thank  you. 

4  MR.  KARSON:   Thank  you  Ms. 

5  Valiela.   The  floor  is  still  open  to  comments. 

6  Ms.  Walker? 

7  MS.  SUSAN  WALKER:   Susan  Walker 

8  from  Sandwich.   I'm  speaking  on  behalf  of  the 

9  Steering  Committee  of  Responsible  Environmental 

10  Protection  for  Sandwich  or  REPS.   REPS  supports 

11  the  Preferred  Alternative  Proposed  as  the 

12  Interim  Action  for  the  Containment  of  the  Seven 

13  Groundwater  Plumes.   We  think  the  Plan  will 

14  protect  human  health  and  the  environment. 

15  Containing  the  plumes  will  prevent  further 

16  degradation  of  our  groundwater  which  is  now 

17  occurring  daily.   Containing  the  plumes  will 

18  protect  our  future  water  supplies  and  reduce  the 

19  amount  of  groundwater  to  be  cleaned  up  in  the 

20  long  term.   REPS  supports  the  containment  method 

21  of  extracting  contaminated  groundwater  using 

22  extraction  wells  at  the  leading  edge  of  the 

23  seven  plumes,   treatment  of  the  extracted 

24  groundwater  and  the  bio-discharge  of  the  treated 
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1  water    back    to    the    groundwater.       This    process 

should    continue    until    the    final    groundwater 

3  remedy  is  installed. 

4  Page  6-2  of  the  Proposed  Plan 

5  states  that  quote,  "Additional  extraction  wells 

6  may  be  added  in  areas  of  higher  concentrations 

7  for  some  of  the  plumes."   REPS  would  like  to  see 

8  the  hot  spots,  CS-10  and  FS-12  considered  for 

9  these  additional  extraction  wells  during  the 

10  design  phase.   We  are  especially  very  concerned 

11  about  the  health  risks  connected  with  EDB  and 

12  want  remediation  as  soon  possible.  REPS  strongly 

13  advocates  for  a  streamline  process  to  accelerate 

14  the  containment  of  the  plumes.   We  again  state 

15  that  the  current  membership  of  the  PAC  Team  with 

16  additional  technical  people  is  best  able  to 

17  bring  about  an  expedited  process.   Thank  you. 
lg  MR.  KARSON:   Thank  you,  Ms. 

19  Walker.   Mr.  Kinney? 

20  MR.  JAMES  KINNEY:   Mr.  James 

21  Kinney  with  the  Alliance  for  Base  Cleanup.   I 

22  also  serve  on  the  Plume  Management  Process 

23  Action  Team.   I  have  a  few  concerns  that  I'd 

24  like  to  see  addressed  in  the  Record  of  Decision. 
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1  On  Page  6-2  of  the  Proposed  Plan,  it  says  in 

Paragraph  2,  Line  10  it  talks  about  the 

3  possibility  may  put  in  some  wells  to  treat  areas 

4  of  high  concentration.   Actually,  in  the  long 

5  struggle  that  the  Process  Action  Team  had  to 

6  develop  the  Conceptual  Plan  upon  which  this  plan 
is  based,  we  thought  we  had  established  the 

8  principle  of  hot  spot  treatment  for  CS-10  and 

9  perhaps  for  FS-12  and  other  places  and  that 

10  should  be  stated  in  this  plan.   It  was  stated  in 

11  the  Conceptual  Plan  so  this  document  seems  to 

12  represent  back  sliding  from  our  previous 

13  discussions  and  that's  a  serious  concern. 

14  Also,  one  of  the  major  points 

15  that  we  had  made  in  the  meetings  developing  the 
Conceptual  Plan  that  led  to  this  plan  is,  in 
fact,  it  was  stated  flat  out  that  we  were 

18  talking  about  the  total  and  simultaneous 

19  containment  of  all  the  plumes.   Nowhere  in  this 

20  document  does  it  use  any  words  even  remotely 

21  resembling  that  phraseology,  total  and 
simultaneous  and  I  think   that  has  to  be  again 

23  addressed  or  perhaps  represents  another  point  of 

24  backsliding  from  what  we  thought  we  had  agreed 
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1  on  previously. 

2  On  Page  6-3  of  this  document  it 

3  mentions  the  schedule  of  42  months  and,  again, 

4  as  we've  talked  about  for  a  long  time  the 

5  Alliance  for  Base  Cleanup  and  many  other  people 

6  in  the  area  are  concerned  that  42  months  is  too 
long.   At  the  rate  of  eight  million  gallons  a 

8  day  of  groundwater  lost  to  this  pollution  from 

9  the  base,  in  42  months  we'll  be  talking  about 

10  something  in  the  magnitude  of  ten  billion 

11  gallons  of  water  that  will  be  lost  to  people 

12  forever  on  Cape  Cod  and  that  is  simply  not 

13  acceptable.   Every  effort  must  be  made  to  cut 

14  the  red  tape  to  collapse  normal  procedures,  to 

15  put  every  aspect  of  this  process  on  an  emergency 

16  footing  so  we  can  do  better  than  a  42-month 

17  schedule.     Thank  you. 

18  MR.  KARSON:   Thank  you,  Mr. 

19  Kinney.   Dr.  Feigenbaum? 

20  DR.  JOEL  FEIGENBAUM:   I'm  Joel 

21  Feigenbaum  from  Sandwich,  member  of  the  Process 

22  Action  Team,  Alliance  for  Base  Cleanup,  Upper 

23  Cape  Concerned  Citizens.   I  want  to  reiterate 

24  some  of  the  points  that  were  made.   First 
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1  concerning  hot  spot  remediation,  the  Process 

2  Action  Team  after  much  deliberation  came  to  the 

3  conclusion  that  it  was  both  an  economically 

4  effective  aspect  of  the  cleanup  and  which  would 

5  provide  proper  assurances  that  the  most 

6  dangerous  areas  of  the  plumes  would  be  addressed 
at  this  time.   And  I  would  like  to  urge  that  the 

8  language  of  the  original  plan  be  restored  to  the 

9  Proposed  Plan  and  in  fact  that  in  the  case  of 

10  FS-12,  this  is  the  Sandwich  Plume,  that  the 

11  language  really  be  strengthened  to  be  more 

12  protective  because  if  anything  since  the  Plan 

13  was  drafted  we  found  that  the  possibility  that 

14  the  hot  spot  in  FS-12  might,  in  fact,  be  closer 

15  to  Snake  Pond.   I  would  agree  with  the  language 

16  that's  been  used  before  that  there's  the 

17  possibility  of  what  we  see  here  is  a  little 

18  slippage,  backsliding  in  drafting  this  Plan. 

19  I'd  also  like  to  reiterate  the 

20  total  and  simultaneous  nature  of  this  proposal. 

21  This  is  what  made  it  unique  in  the  first  place 

22  and  it  makes  it  a  show  piece  for  the  National 

23  Guard  Bureau  and  Washington  in  terms  of  showing 

24  that  it  can  take  a  highly  susceptible  area  of 
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1  the  country  in  population,  susceptible  to  total 

2  destruction  of  groundwater  and  public  health 

3  problems  and  act  in  a  concerted  and  unified  way 

4  to  correct  that  all  at  once  and  not  do  it 

5  piecemeal. 

6  And  I  would  also  like  to  urge  to 
people  in  the  audience  that  it  is  absolutely 

8  vital  that  we  confront  this  problem  not  as 

9  individual  towns  but  as  a  unified  region  because 

10  that  is  where  our  strength  lies.   The  moment 

11  that  we  get  arguing  from  town  to  town  as  to 

12  which  area  has  the  worst  problems,  that  is  the 

13  time  that  we're  going  to  lose  the  unigue  feature 

14  of  total  and  simultaneous  cleanup.   Each  of  the 

15  four  towns  have  severe  problems  and  the  latest 

16  partial  release  of  data  from  the  Agency  for 

17  Toxic  Substances  and  Disease  Registry  is 

18  suggestive  with  all  its  inadeguacies  and  members 

19  of  the  Process  Action  Team  have  been  among  the 

20  most  vocal  voices  in  criticizing  those 

21  inadeguacies,  but  it  is  suggested  that  there  are 

22  serious  public  health  problems  in  the  Ashumet 

23  Valley  area  and  in  the  Briarwood  area  and  these 

24  must  be  kept  in  mind  and  these  must  be  urged 
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1  upon  the  people  in  Washington  in  terms  of 

maintaining  their  commitment  to  keeping  the 

3  integrity  of  this  Plan. 

4  Finally,  I'd  like  to  urge  that,  I 

5  think  Virginia  alluded  to  this,  but  the  issue  of 

6  data  gaps.   We,  all  of  these  plans  are 
contingent  upon  the  assumption  that  we  really  do 

8  know  where  these  plumes  are  and  I  think  we  all 

9  need  to  come  up  front  first  and  foremost  in  the 

10  design  document  which  is  to  flow  from  this.   We 

11  need  a  coherent  plan  with  funding  schedules  and 

12  dates  for  the  exploration  of  the  groundwater  in 

13  the  area  because  the  previous  investigations 

14  under  the  IRP,  the  Installation  and  Restoration 

15  Program,  have  essentially  ground  to  a  halt  and 

16  so  that,  in  fact,  we've  not  been  moving  forward 

17  as  rapidly  in  this  area  as  we  did  in  the  past. 

18  Thank  you. 

19  MR.  KARSON:   Thank  you  Dr. 

20  Feigenbaum.   The  floor  is  still  open  for 

21  comments. 

22  MR.  ART  ROSENZWEIG:   Hi,  my  name 

23  is  Art  Rosenzweig,  Orleans.   My  wife  and  I  have 

24  been,  as  residents  of  Orleans,  have  been 
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1  spectators  of  this  problem  in  the  sense  that  we 

2  have  not  participated  actively  before  now 

3  although  we  have  attempted  to  watch  as  much  in 

4  the  paper  as  we  can  to  keep  abreast  of  it.   In, 

5  I  believe  it  was  yesterday's  Cape  Cod  Times, 

6  there  was  a  letter  printed  indicating  that  in 
this  coming  month,  treatment  as  stated  in  the 

8  Plan  will  at  some  place  or  other  consist  of 

9  outdoor  burning  of  contaminants.   I  think  most 

10  people  have  not  been  aware  of  this.   In  fact, 

11  when  I  brought  it  to  the  attention  of  the 

12  Orleans  Selectmen  today,  they  said  that  it  was 

13  the  first  that  they  had  heard  about  it. 

14  MR.  KARSON:   Sir,  that  issue  is 

15  not  part  of  the  Proposed  Plan.   The  letter  that 

16  was  in  the  paper  was  talking  about  another 

17  activity  which  is  not  about  the  Proposed  Plan. 

18  That  was  to  deal  with  

19  MR.  ART  ROSENZWEIG:   Is  it  one  of 

20  the  processes  referred  to  in  these  containments? 

MR.  KARSON:   No. 

22  MR.  ART  ROSENZWEIG:   The  water 

23  would  be  --  contaminants  would  be  removed  and 

24  processed? 
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1  MR.  KARSON:   I  believe  whan 

2  you're  referring  to  is  a  source  area  cleanup  at 

3  FS-12,  the  treatment  unit  that  would  be  used 

4  there. 

5  MR.  ART  ROSENZWEIG:   Yeah. 

6  MR.  KARSON:   That  is  not  part  of 
the  Proposed  Plan  that  we've  been  discussing 

8  today  which  consists  of  groundwater  extraction 

9  wells  and  treatment  of  that  groundwater  and  then 

10  the  return  of  that  groundwater  to  the  aquifers. 

11  It's  a  separate  project. 

12  MR.  ART  ROSENZWEIG:    When  is 

13  that  burning  to  take  place  then? 

14  MR.  FOSTER:   That  project  vill 

15  get  underway  in  about  two  and  a  half  to  tiree 

16  months. 

17  MR.  ART  ROSENZWEIG:   I  was  also 

18  thinking  during  this  meeting  that  I  wish  ihat 

19  the  Civilian  Oversight  Committee  had  been 

20  permitted  to  address  the  meeting  and  give  us 

21  input  of  information  so  that  we  could  respond  to 

22  that  information  as  part  of  this  meeting.   I 

23  would  like  to  hear  more  from  that  committee  all 

24  during  this  process  if  possible. 
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I  would  also  like  the  towns  on  -- 


all  of  the  towns  to  be  informed  in  a  timely 
fashion  of  the  date  for  that  burning  to  begin 

4  because  I  will  attempt,  in  the  case  of  Orleans, 

5  to  get  the  selectmen  to  strongly  oppose  that 

6  burning  in  view  of  the  ethylene  dibromide  which 

7  is  going  to  be  present. 

8  MR.  KARSON:   Thank  you,  sir. 

9  Floor  is  still  open.   Yes,  sir? 

10  MR.  MORT  STINO:   Mort  Stino  from 

11  Northeastham  and  I,  as  other  have,  want  to 

12  commend  the  step  that's  going  forward.   The 

13  concern  that  I  have,  I  guess  I  could  most 

14  briefly  put  this,  it's  very  general,  is  I  sense 

15  a  lack  of  urgency,  the  calmness  with  which  this 

16  is  being  presented.   As  a  layman  I  don't 

17  understand  that  someone  would  get  on  a  plane 

18  tomorrow,  come  back  next  week  and  by  the  end  of 

19  the  week  contracts  will  be  let.   And  it  is  then 

20  a  hope  that  maybe  by  mid-1996  the  construction 

21  will  begin.   Again,  this  is  stated  in  a  very, 

22  clean  and  calm  manner  and  my  chief  comments, 

23  along  with  my  commendation,  is  that  I  certainly 

24  sense  a  lack  of  urgency  in  terms  of  human  health 
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1  that's  involved. 

2  MR.  KARSON:   Thank  you,  Mr. 

3  Stino.   Ms.  Gunn? 

4  MS.  EILEEN  GUNN:   My  name  is 

5  Eileen  Gunn  and  I'm  a  member  of  the  Plume 

6  Process  Action  Team.   I'm  here  representing  the 

7  Coalition  for  Buzzards  Bay.   The  Coalition  for 

8  Buzzards  Bay  endorses  the  Proposed  Plan  for  the 

9  Interim  Action  to  Contain  Seven  Groundwater 

10  Plumes  and  its  rapid  implementation.   The  Plan 

11  does  not  allow  for  the  detail  contained  in  the 

12  Conceptual  Plan  and  therefore  we  fear  that  there 

13  may  be  no  method  for  assuring  certain  elements 

14  contained  in  the  Conceptual  Plan  be  implemented. 

15  And  those  are  mainly  the  simultaneous  and  rapid 

16  containment  of  all  the  plumes,  evaluation  of  hot 

17  spot  treatment,  filling  in  the  data  gaps  in  a 

18  timely  manner  and  continued  public  involvement. 

19  In  6-1  of  the  report,  it 

20  describes  leading  edge  containment.   There's  not 

21  the  detail  of  where  these  wells  will  go  yet.   I 

22  understand  that  will  be  part  of  the  design  phase 

23  but  I  do  have  a  concern  of  the  over  design  of 

24  the  installation  of  these  well  fences  as  well  in 
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1  the  CS-4.   I  don't  want  to  see  these  put  so  far 

2  down  gradient  that  it  allows  additional 

3  contamination  of  groundwater  that  isn't 

4  necessary.   I  think  there's  enough  information 

5  for  placement  at  the  leading  edge  in  a  timely 

6  manner. 

7  In  Section  6  this  talks  about  a 

8  42-month  schedule  which  is  still  unacceptable  to 

9  the  Coalition  for  Buzzards  Bay  and  I've  spoken 

10  to  this  point  on  many  other  occasions.   We  would 

11  like  to  see  a  detailed  commitment  by  the 

12  National  Guard  Bureau  and  Department  of  Defense 

13  to  reducing  the  design  and  construction 

14  schedule.   And  we  would  also  like  to  see 

15  rigorous  enforcement  of  this  plan  with  a 

16  shortened  schedule  by  DET  and  EPA.   Thank  you. 

17  MR.  KARSON:   Thank  you,  Ms.  Gunn. 

18  Anyone  else  to  provide  oral  comment  tonight  on 

19  the  Proposed  Plan?   [No  response]   I'll  ask 

20  again,  is  there  anyone  else  who  would  like  to 

21  provide  oral  comment  on  the  Proposed  Plan?   Yes, 

22  sir? 

23  MR.  HARRY  DONALD:   Harry  Donald, 

24  Falmouth.   I  was  rather  impressed  with  the 
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1  congoturative  (sic)  tone  that  the 

2  representatives  took  towards  this  Plan.   But  I 

3  thought  that  was  just  a  lead  up  to  set  a  bomb 

4  under  you.   I  think  they  have  taken  a  very  lax 

5  attitude  towards  this  whole  plan.   The 

6  engineering  should  be  simple  as  far  as  the  above 

7  ground  construction  is  concerned.   It's  done  all 

8  the  time.   As  far  as  the  wells  are  concerned,  I 

9  can't  comment  on  that.    But  it  seems  that 

10  starting  construction  in  1996  is  just  too  far 

11  away.   It  does  not  say  when  the  unit  will  be  in 

12  operation  and  42  months,  whatever  that  means,  is 

13  almost  four  years,  three  and  a  half  years.   The 

14  citizens  looking  back  almost  would  tend  to 

15  comment  that  the  MMR  Team  have  got  a  retirement 

16  job.   The  slower  it  goes,  the  better  their  job 

17  is,  the  more  safe  it  is  and  that's  the 

lg  impression  we  get.   And  I  think  it's  time  that 

19  we  move  faster  than  we're  doing. 

20  MR.  KARSON:   Floor  is  still  open 

21  for  oral  comment,  anyone  else?   [No  response] 

22  Okay,  if  there  are  no  further  oral  comments  to 

23  be  made  then  I  shall  now  close  the  Official 

24  Record  for  oral  testimony.   The  Record  is  now 
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1  closed.   Please  note  that  you  can  still  provide 

2  written  comment  on  the  Proposed  Plan  through 

3  March  11th  and  ray  name  and  my  address  which  is 

4  in  the  handout  —  I  also  have  some  business 

5  cards  out  back  --  just  make  sure  the  envelope 

6  gets  postmarked  by  March  11th.   I'd  like  to  take 
a  five  minute  break  to  give  our  transcriber  a 

8  little  break  and  then  we're  going  to  have  a 

9  discussion  period  if  you  have  issues  that  you 

10  need  clarification  on  that  have  been  discussed 

11  by  the  various  speakers  tonight,  anyone  else 

12  we'll  just  have  a  general  discussion  period  for 

13  about  15  minutes  starting  about  five  minutes 

14  from  now. 

15  WHEREBY  THE  OFFICIAL  RECORD  CLOSED  AT  8:10  P.M. 

16 
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I,  Kathleen  Ann  Pallatroni,  do 
hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  transcript, 
Pages   2   through  49.,  is  a  complete,  true  and 
accurate  transcription  of  my  audiographic 
recording  taken  in  the  above  mentioned  matter  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge,  skill  and  ability. 


Kathleen  Ann /Fall-a-troni  ,  CVR, 
Notary  Public 


My  Commission  expires 
August  10,  2001 
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OF  THIS  TRANSCRIPT  DOES  NOT  APPLY  TO  ANY 
REPRODUCTION  OF  THE  SAME  BY  ANY  MEANS 
UNLESS  UNDER  THE  DIRECT  CONTROL  AND/OR 
DIRECTION  OF  THE  CERTIFYING  REPORTER. 
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